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March 1st, 6-8 pm 

The planning is underway for our 2nd annual ONE GREAT 
HOUR. Together with Stop Hunger Now, PPC has an even big-
ger goal in mind this year: 20,000 meals! More details on page 
2! 
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Last year, OVER 200 people of all ages (the 
oldest was 89 and the youngest was 2!) worked 
side-by-side to package 10,056 meals in just 
under an hour!  The meals we packaged are 
dehydrated, high protein, and highly nutritious 
meals used in disaster relief and school feeding 
programs around the world.  Our particular 
meals were sent to Haiti last summer and 
helped feed school children.   

 
This March, together with Stop Hunger Now, 
PPC is doubling our goal and we will be pack-
aging at least 20,000 meals! This mission pro-
ject is family friendly and open to all ages.  
Soup will be served at 6 followed by our mis-
sion project! 
 
Stop Hunger Now is an international hunger 
relief agency that has been fulfilling its com-
mitment to end hunger for more than 13 years. 
Since 1998, the organization has coordinated 
the distribution of food and other lifesaving aid 
to children and families in countries all over 

the world. It’s programs not only help feed the 
hungry, but encourage them to attend school 
where most of the hunger programs are cen-
tered. 
 
After our work last year, we received a letter in 
December from SHN notifying us that our 
packages were delivered to Mission Of Hope in 
Haiti. Mission of Hope, also known as Founda-
tion Mission del Espoir, helps thousands of 
lives through food programs, medical help, as 
well as spiritual guidance.  
 
Your work literally helped touch THOU-
SANDS of lives. Now, let’s do it again! 

Your work literally helped 
touch THOUSANDS of 
lives. Now, let’s do it 

again! 
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As you are all aware, Jim Churchill, Associate Pastor of Christian Nurture, plans to retire in November, 
2012. With over 25 years of service here at PPC, Jim’s steady hand, calm presence, and reassuring hu-
mor have been reliable constants in the lives of our congregation. There are few of us who have not felt 
the “Churchill touch” �  a hand on the shoulder, a warm hug, a word of comfort or encouragement, a 
phone call, or a prayer.  
 
Through the Personnel Committee, a Celebration Planning Committee1 was formed in September, 
2011, to arrange events and activities to recognize Jim and celebrate his years of service at PPC. We 
especially want to invite you to participate in the following two activities... 
 
*A Remembrance Book: We plan to compile a scrapbook of personal notes, appreciation, and re-

membrances from the PPC family to Jim and his wife, Elana. Use your own card, note, or sheet of 
paper, and write on only one side. Pictures from PPC events with Jim and Elana are welcome, too.  
You may send in or drop off these items to the church office.  Please mark the envelope: “Attn: 
Ginny Iacone.” Deadline: June 15, 2012. 

 
*A Love Offering:  Please contribute as you are able to this farewell purse for Jim. Make checks pay-

able to PPC and mark “Churchill Love Offering” on the memo line.  You may send in or drop off a 
check/donation to the church office. Please mark the envelope “Attn: Gail Glass.” Deadline: June 
15, 2012. 

 
Watch for details and specific dates in upcoming newsletters, email blasts and Sunday bulletins about 
these additional celebration events: 

April:  Adult Education program on organ donation from Gift of Life 
May:  Celebration Golf Outing ( “Churchill Retirement Celebration Tour”) 
June: Annual Family Picnic with Special Events and Food 
November 18, 2012: Jim’s final Sunday worship service at PPC.  This will be a time of 
recognition, thanks, and farewell. 

 
Thank you in advance for your participation in these activities!  
 
May God bless you and keep you, 
 
Russ Sprague, Chair     Amy Siverling, Chair 
Celebration Planning Committee   Personnel Committee        
 
1Celebration Planning Committee Members: Leona & Mike Brittingham, Carley Phillips,  
Lauren Slimon, Russ (C) & Bob Sprague 
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The new class of Paoli Presbyterian Church officers, elected by the congregation in October, are 
now on the job. They were provided an orientation in November, examined by the Session in De-
cember, and ordained and installed in January. All Ruling Elders and Staff have already partici-
pated in a weekend Session Planning Retreat, and are meeting monthly as a group in addition to 
serving with their committees and ministry teams. 
 
Elders in the Class of 2014 are: Bruce Bittenbender, Chuck Chace, Frank Gianforte, Becky Hath-
erill, Don Peterson, and Susan Rosso.  
 
Deacons have had several orientation and information meetings, and the new class of Deacons 
(along with all their Deacon colleagues) are in the process of contacting their flocks to be sure 
that everyone in the congregation knows their deacon. 
 
Deacons in the Class of 2014 are: Tammy Sue Carriker, Sally Clark, Betty Gianforte, Amy Haw-
kins, Kay Joseph, Jim Pierson, Anne Reever, Dottie Riggs, Julia Ruccius, Gloria Schwenk, Pat 
Sebring, Tom Sebring, and Lou Ann Ware.  
 
We express appreciation to those officers who completed their terms of service at the end of 
2011.  
 
Elders: Melissa Cassel, Kim Gibney, Cynthia Hanscom, Bill Norcini, and Dick Young.  
Deacons: Sandy Bunn, Ling Chamberlain, Joy Dodge, Charlotte Fitzpatrick, Lori Gordon, Jeanne 
Helmers, Jeff McQuaid, Nancy Osberg, Bert Peterson, Jeanine Segal, Judy Smaltz, Leisa Stein, 
Robin Streeter. 
 
Thank you for your leadership, and for your energy and dedication to service and ministry. Well 
done, good and faithful servants.    

���	��������������
We are looking for a few volunteers to help with sorting and packing. If 
you want to sort, you will come in once a month for about an hour at 
your convenience. We also need packers for the night before our regular 
distribution (first Wednesday of the month) for about two hours. Please 
email us if you are interested, kimsmedley@comcast.net OR patty-
dahm@gmail.com. Food Closet Needs: Boxed cereal, small bags or 
boxes of sugar, peanut butter and jelly .    
       Many Blessings!  
       Kim Smedley & Patty Dahm 
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This month, Equipping Ministries is featuring a number of the ministry teams under the Wor-
ship and Music Committee. Is there an area of service which interests you? Do you have “Who, 
What, When, Where and How” questions? Do you have a skill (or one you would like to learn) 
in a particular area of ministry? Bill Schwenk is chairman of the Worship and Music Commit-
tee. If interested in Worship and Music Ministries, contact Bill(wsch4747@verizon.net) or the 
church office(610.644.8250) to be referred to someone who can provide answers. 
 
WORSHIP M INISTRIES  AND THEIR  DESCRIPTIONS OF SERVICE   
~ Advent Candle Lighters - Light advent candles in worship during Advent.  
~ Blessing of the Animals - Assist in planning this celebration 
of God’s gift of animals. 
~ Chancel Guild - Prepare the sanctuary with special decora-
tions to enhance the celebration of Easter, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. 
~ Communion Servers - Any ordained Elder or Deacon may 
sign up to assist with the serving of communion at any of the 
three regular worship services or special worship services. 
~ Greeters - Welcome worshippers prior to the worship ser-
vices. 
~ Multimedia Team - Provide assistance with technical sup-
port for worship services and music team rehearsals. 
~ Usher Team - Welcome and seat worshippers, distribute bulletins, receive offering, gather 
completed fellowship pad sheets. 
~ Wedding Team - Assist the wedding family with hospitality at the rehearsal and on the day of 
the wedding. 
~ Worship Video Team - Under the leadership of the Multimedia Team, record regular and spe-
cial services. 
 
Music Ministries 
(Contact Jonathan Kreamer or Amy McLoughlin for information about 
these programs. All are encouraged and welcome!) 
~ Adult Bell Choir  
~ Musical programs and pageants at Christmas 
~ Adult Brass Ensemble and other special events 
~ Cherub Choir Praise Team 
~ Children’s Choir Sanctuary Choir 
 
How can YOU support the ministries of Worship and Music at PPC? 

Each of you should 
use whatever gift you 
have received to serve 

others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s 

grace in its various 
forms. 

(1 Peter 4:10) 
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The Bakers now live at the famous address of Appomattox, VA. For 
the first time in twenty years, they now own their own home. This 
means their home base is in Virginia and not in the Ukraine. Since 
Jim is now ReachGlobal’s Area Leader for Eastern Europe, he can 

have his base in the United States. This involves a lot of travel for Jim, but it keeps their family 
closer together and Liz is now only a few miles from one of her sisters. This provides them 
with the stability in their lives for which they had been longing. At this time last year, the Bak-
ers were close to our church living in our Mission House.  
 
Liz describes their new place in central Virginia as a piece of heaven. Since this property had 
been on the market for so long, they were able to purchase it at a low price. It includes a 1850’s 
gristmill converted into a house as well as a two-story farmhouse. They hope to make the farm-
house their home but that will require a lot of work since it has been neglected for years. At 
some future time, we plan to form a mission team that will travel to Virginia to help them with 
the renovations. Then, they will turn the converted mill into a retreat center.  
 
Jim continues to serve with ReachGlobal and has recently returned from 
Sofia, Bulgaria. There he met with other leaders from Southern and Eastern 
Europe to plan strategies to involve the churches in spearheading the con-
frontation of human trafficking. In the Ukraine, the government has pub-
lished the fact that approximately 400,000 women and children have been 
trafficked out of the country. The churches are eager and willing to help; 
however, they have asked for guidance and training. Part of the outreach of 
the churches is to work with orphanages and to extend youth ministries 
since the traffickers prey on these vulnerable populations. 
 
During the Bakers’ training regarding the issues of human trafficking, they were shocked to 
learn that the PA Turnpike is a major conduit for human trafficking in the eastern United 
States. ReachGlobal continues to preach the good news of Jesus Christ, as well as help to train 
the churches of Southern and Eastern Europe to bring justice and redemption to those op-
pressed and enslaved. We are privileged to support this work with our financial gifts. 
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One of the most important words and concepts involved 
in care giving by Stephen Ministers is grace. There are 
multiple definitions of grace, and different dictionaries 
offer slightly different meanings. Another source. 

Wikipedia, states In Christian theology, grace is God’s gift of God’s self to mankind. It is 
understood by Christians to be a spontaneous gift from God to man generous, free and to-
tally unexpected and undeserved. The grace that was provided by Jesus has offered us salva-
tion based on our accepting his gift to us when we place our faith in Jesus and his redemp-
tive act of being crucified for our sins. Ephesians 2: 8, as recorded in the New Living Trans-
lation (NLT), reminds us that God has saved us by his grace when we believed, and we can’t 
take credit for this because it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good 
things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 
 
From the theological concept of grace, we in our Stephen Ministry, are to be gracious and 
show grace to our care receivers and with each other. Unconditional acceptance and uncon-
ditional love of another person are applications of grace. We can be intentional about pos-
sessing and acting with grace by praying that God through the Holy Spirit will fill us with 
grace and guide us to be gracious as we listen to and interact with our care receivers and 
each other. 
 
Two excellent books on this topic are What’s So Amazing About Grace, by Philip Yancey 
and Amazing Grace: William Wilberforce and the Heroic Campaign to End Slavery, by Eric 
Metaxas. The movie, Amazing Grace, based on this book is available in DVD and is very 
inspiring. Eric Metaxas has most recently written Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy. 
A very moving singing of Amazing Grace can be located on YouTube by entering “Wintley 
Phipps’ Amazing Grace.” He sings this in a concert in Carnegie Hall. The comment that ac-
companies it is that this is probably the most powerful version of Amazing Grace ever re-
corded, and there is nothing that can take away from the sheer power of the song’s message 
or from the heart of this messenger (Wintley Phipps). 
 
Please continue to pray for our Stephen Leaders, Ministers and the new class of trainees. 
The Stephen Ministry in our church is ready and willing to serve you and others. If you feel 
a need for a Stephen Minister or know of someone who could benefit from having one, 
please call Ruth Jensen, our referrals coordinator, who can be reached at 610-269-6152. If 
you can’t reach Ruth, please call Pastor Jeff Conway, Pastor Jim Churchill or Ginny Iacone 
at the church. 

~Ben Champion  
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Sun Mon Tue 
      

  
    

C – Choir Room 
CH – Chapel 

F – Forrester Hall 
FH – Fellowship Hall 

L – Library 
R – Reception Room 

S – Sanctuary 
SL – Streeter Lounge 

MR – Music Room 
  

    
  

5 6 7 
Worship 7:30 AM (CH), 
8:30 AM (S), 11 AM (S) 

Combined Children’s Choirs  
9:40 AM (MR) 

Christian Ed. 9:45 AM 
Jr./Sr. High Youth Return from Retreat 3 PM 

No Youth Groups Tonight  

Paoli Press Deadline  
Worship & Music Committee  

7-8:30 PM (L) 
Monday Night Basketball  

7-9 PM (F) 
  
  
  

Women’s Tuesday Morning  
Bible Study  9-11:30 AM (FH) 

Women’s Tues. Bible  
Study Huddle  

11:45 AM-1:30 PM Room 102 
Finance Meeting 7-8:30 PM (L) 

  

12 13 14 
Worship 7:30 AM (CH), 
8:30 AM (S), 11 AM (S) 

Combined Children’s Choirs  
9:40 AM (MR) 

Christian Ed. 9:45 AM 
Congregational Meeting 12 noon (F) 

Chili Cook-Off  
12 noon (F) 

Jr./Sr. High Youth Group 7 PM 
  

Personnel Committee  
7-8:30 PM (L) 

Monday Evening Bible Study  
7-9 PM (SL) 

Christian Nurture (Room 102) 
7-8:30 PM 

Monday Night Basketball  
7-9 PM (F) 

  
  

Women’s Tuesday Morning  
Bible Study  9-11:30 AM (FH) 
11:45 AM-1:30 PM (Rm. 102) 
Women’s Tuesday Morning  

Bible Study Leaders  
11:45 AM-1:45 PM (L) 
FABS 12-2 PM (FO) 

Property Comm.  
4-6 PM (R) 

Deacons’ Meeting 7-9 PM (FH) 
  

19 20 21 
Worship 7:30 AM (CH), 
8:30 AM (S), 11 AM (S) 

Combined Children’s Choirs  
9:40 AM (MR) 

Christian Ed. 9:45 AM 
Jr./Sr. High Youth Group 7 PM 

Monday Night Basketball  
7-9 PM (F) 

  

Women’s Tuesday Morning  
Bible Study  9-11:30 AM (FH) 

Mission Committee  
7-9 PM (L) 

Fellowship Committee  
7-8:30 PM (Rm. 102) 

26 
Worship 7:30 AM (CH), 
8:30 AM (S), 11 AM (S) 

Combined Children’s Choirs  
9:40 AM (MR) 

Christian Ed. 9:45 AM 
Jr./Sr. High Youth Group 7 PM 

27 
Monday Evening Bible Study  

7-9 PM (SL) 
Monday Night Basketball  

7-9 PM (F) 
  

28 
Women’s Tuesday Morning  
Bible Study  9-11:30 AM (FH) 
Session Meeting 7-9 PM (FH) 

Reception with St. Norbert 

Paoli Presbyterian Church
February 2012
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Wed Thu  Fri Sat 
          

  1 2 3 4 
Food Closet 9-11 (F) 
Staff Meeting 10 AM 

Stephen Ministry 7-9:30 PM (L) 
Stephen Ministry 7-9:30 (R) 
Youth Leadership Meeting  

7:30-9 PM (Rm. 43) 
Bells 7 -8 PM (C) 

Men’s Breakfast 7-8 AM (FH) 
Deborah Circle 9:30 AM - 1PM 

Brass 6 -7 PM (C) 
Cherub Choir 6-6:30 PM (S) 

Children’s Choir 6:30:7 PM (S) 
Men’s Bible Study 6:45-7:45 PM (R) 

Club 45 7-8 PM (F & Rm. 202) 
PPC Festival Choir 7-7:30 PM (C) 
Sanctuary Choir 7:30-8:30 PM (S) 

Praise Team 7:30-8:15 (S) 
  

Jr./Sr. High Retreat  
Depart @ 6 PM 

  

Jr./Sr. High  Retreat  
  

7 8 9 10 11 

 

 

Staff Meeting, 10 AM 
Stephen Ministry 7-9:30 PM (L) 

Bells 7-8 PM (C) 
  

Men’s Breakfast 7-8 AM (FH) 
Brass 6-7 PM (C) 

Cherub Choir 6-6:30 PM (S) 
Children’s Choir 6:30:7 PM (S) 

Men’s Bible Study 6:45-7:45 PM (R) 
PPC Festival Choir 7-7:30 PM (C) 
Sanctuary Choir 7:30-8:30 PM (S) 

Praise Team 7:30-8:15 (S) 
  

Wedding Rehearsal  
6-7 PM (S) 

Wedding 2 PM (S) 
Wedding Reception  

3-4 PM Narthex 
Mission Pot-Luck Din-

ner 6-9 PM (FH) 

14 15 16 17 18 

 

 

Staff Meeting, 10 AM 
Stephen Ministry 7-9:30 PM (L) 

Bells 7-8 PM (C) 
  

Men’s Breakfast 7-8 AM (FH) 
Brass 7-8 PM (C) 

Cherub Choir 6-6:30 PM (S) 
Children’s Choir 6:30:7 PM (S) 

Men’s Bible Study 6:45-7:45 PM (R) 
PPC Festival Choir 7-7:30 PM (C) 
Sanctuary Choir 7:30-8:30 PM (S) 

Praise Team 7:30-8:15 (S) 
  
  

  Dessert & Love Songs 
7:30 PM (FO) 

21 22 23 24 25 

 
Staff Meeting, 10 AM 

Stephen Ministry 7-9:30 PM (L) 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
Families @ 7 PM (F)  

Families join others for Ash  
 Wednesday Service @ 7:30 PM 

in the Sanctuary  
  

Men’s Breakfast 7-8 AM (FH) 
Brass 6-7 PM (C) 

Cherub Choir 6-6:30 PM (S) 
Children’s Choir 6:30:7 PM (S) 

Men’s Bible Study 6:45-7:45 PM (R) 
PPC Festival Choir 7-7:30 PM (C) 
Sanctuary Choir 7:30-8:30 PM (S) 

Praise Team 7:30-8:15 (S) 
  
  

    

28 

 
 

29 
Staff Meeting, 10 AM 

Stephen Ministry 7-9:30 PM (L) 
Joint Worship with St. Norbert  
7:30-8:30 PM in the Sanctuary 

Reception with St. Norbert follow-
ing Worship in the Narthex 

      

Paoli Presbyterian Church 
February 2012 
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Women's Tuesday Morning Bible Study  
Women's Tuesday Morning Bible Study continues the new year  with a Study of 2 Corinthians, 
a letter from the Apostle Paul to the Christians in Corinth. Join us for fellowship, teaching, 
small group discussion and those fabulous Presbyterian snacks! If you have young children, 
babysitting is lovingly provided, and it is free! So mark Tuesdays on your calendar, WTMBS 
from 9-11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. The blessings will be yours! For more info, please con-
tact Charlotte Fitzpatrick (484-202-8374), Pat Kettler (484-924-8459) or Sidney Constien (610-
640-9345).  

 
Women’s Monday Evening Bible Study    

Our group meets the 2nd & 4th Mondays (February 13th & 27th) in the Streeter Lounge at 7:00 
p.m. Join us for Bible study, prayer and fellowship. This year we are following the life of the 
early Christian church as recorded in the Book of Acts. Please bring your own Bible; a study 
guide is available. For more information contact Linda Hassett at 610-296-3774, has-
sett71@verizon.net;  Donna Russell at 610-644-8021, druss8021@aol.com; Lee Guertin at  
610-647-0606, guertinl@comcast.net.  

 
Deborah Circle 

Deborah Circle is a group of women meeting for Bible study and fellowship. Join us Thursday, 
February 2 at 9:30 a.m. at the home of LeAnn Schuck. Alice Young will lead the study of 
"Blessed Are The Merciful" from Matthew 18:21-35. Please direct questions to Nancy Doughty 
(610-644-7355) or Doris Rickards (610-647-4632). 

 ��"�� �����
���   
Thursday Morning Men's Breakfast  

Meets at 7:00 a.m. each Thursday in Fellowship Hall for fellowship and breakfast. For more 
information, please call Bob Zimmerman (610-644-2974). 

 
Thursday Evening Men’s Bible Study    

Men’s Thursday Night Bible Study is starting their study of the four Gospels with Matthew. 
The Bible Study usually goes from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m. A suggestion was made to consider a 
more in depth study which may extend the time some. Did you know that Matthew was a tax 
collector? BOO!! He may also have been a records keeper for Jesus and His sayings. Come 
join us in the New Year as we embark on this journey with Matthew.  
 
We generally meet in the Streeter Lounge. We are thinking of hosting a movie/DVD once a 
month or every six weeks as part of our outreach. This would be open to all. More information 
about that will be posted later. Any Questions please call Chuck Moore, 610-296-5442.  
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A Note From Pastor Jim… 
Get Back To The Word! 
Pastor Jeff hath challenged The Session and all of us to “get back to the Word.” So bring your 
Bibles to worship and to the education classes! 
 
Don’t forget Basic Bible in February and  March, “God Heard Their Cry” (A Vander Laan 
Series).  Led by Pastor Jim and others, the class will be held in Fellowship Hall at 9:45 a.m.  
Agenda is as follows: 
Feb. 5 - How Big Is Your God? 
Feb. 12 - Israel in Bondage: God Heard Their Cry 
Feb. 19 - Finger of God: The Plagues 
Feb. 26 - Watch with Me: Israel Leaves Egypt 
Mar. 4 - The Lord Reigns: The Red Sea 
Mar. 11 - Your Questions 
Mar. 18 - Review Time 
Mar. 25 - Special Report from the Israel Trip 
 
Above all, don’t forget to participate in our church-wide Lenten study on Brennan Manning’s 
book, Above All. Use this book in your small group studies! Sign up in the Narthex or email 
the Office (office@paolipres.org) to sign up and get a pdf of the book emailed back to you; 
You can also go online and get a book, or ask Gail to make a copy for a minimal charge. 
 
Pastor Jeff and Pastor Jim will be leading a study of  Above All as our first program of 
TH.E.O.S., our new Thursday evening Bible Study, which will take place from 7-8:00 p.m. 
on Thursday evenings beginning on February 23. Watch the bulletins for more details! 

#	���� ����� �����
���  

REHEARSAL  SCHEDULE  
Wednesday 

Brass Ensemble: 7 p.m.  
PPC Ringers: 8 p.m.  

Thursday 
PPC Festival Choir: 7 p.m.- 7:30 p.m. in the choir room 

Sanctuary Choir: 7:30-8:30 p.m. choir room. 
Praise Team: 7:30 p.m.-8:15 p.m. Sanctuary 

Jonathan Kreamer 
Director of Music Ministries 

jkkreamer@paolipres.org 
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Dear Church Family, 
 
Blessings to you and your family. Our year is off to a great start 
and we have some new and different ideas for the Lenten season. 
Be on the lookout for communication regarding our church plans. 

 
will meet on February 2nd in Forrester Hall at 
7p.m. Then beginning March 1, Club 45 will 

meet every Thursday through April 5. Be sure to join the fun and bring a friend! 
 
Our One Great Hour of Sharing fish banks will be distributed on Sunday February 26. Placing 
money in these banks provides an opportunity to share our resources with people in need in the 
US and around the world. 
                    Blessings,   
                    Daphne Hager 
                    Director of Children’s Ministries 

� $%&
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Regular Rehearsals Are As Follows: 
�  Cherub Choir (Pre-K-1st Grade) 6:00 p.m. (Thursday) 
�  Children’s Choir (2nd-5th Grades) 6:30 p.m. (Thursday) 

�  Combined Children’s Choirs 9:40 a.m. (Sunday)     
 

All rehearsals take place in the Children's music room (Room 1), below the Nursery.   
 

God is Awesome! Kids Rock! 
Amy McLoughlin 

Assistant Director of Music Ministries 
amy.mcloughlin@paolipres.org 

� #%)$�!& �# �
 �, &�((�
 �( ��%+'( -�#,(�.�
Luncheon, February 14th, 12 pm 

Come join us at noon on February 14th for a wonderful lunch!. Dick 
Streeter will share some thoughts and his wife, Pat, will share a couple of 
songs with us. Bring a friend. Call the office to sign up! 610-644-8250. 
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His father was a pastor of a mega-church with a membership in 
the thousands. He never measured up to his father’s expectations 
and when he became pastor of a church of his own, his primary 
goal was to follow his father’s footsteps, foster a growing con-
gregation, build a large new church and pander to the affluent 
community whose gifts could make it happen. 
 
Enter into the church now the accouterments of change. Older 
members resented replacing the old hymns with praise music 
that they considered repetitious and without substance. They re-
sented what they viewed as commercialism, yet membership 
grew as younger families joined. 
 
His family was victimized by his all consuming pursuit of success. His son grew up viewing 
church members as hypocrites; his wife questioned the arrogance of pride that abrogates Christ 
and His teachings in place of head count and the idolatry of serving Mammon. Then his empire 
crumbles. He succumbs to the attraction of a tempting church member and is shocked to learn 
that he has truly followed in his father’s ways, even in adultery, rather than the way of Christ. 
Francine Rivers’ novel, And the Shofar Blew, provokes many questions. Can extensive hours 
spent on “good works” short-change family responsibilities? Can we accept, love and nurture a 
child who does not measure up to our expectations? Are a child’s accomplishments a reflection 
of one’s own egocentric needs? Do we build a church, a career, or a way of life as monument to 
ourselves?  

And the final question: For what does it profit a man if he gains the world and loses his 
own soul? Matthew 16:26 

-Ruth O’Ryan 
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…“When morning gilds the skies, my heart 
awaking cries, may Jesus Christ be 

praised…” 
 
Our alarm goes off at 5:15 am three hundred 
sixty-five mornings of the year. With very 

few exceptions, I am up and out the door by 5:55 to take my four-mile walk. This is 
one of my most favorite times of the day! 
  
 The first thing I do when I walk out the door is look up to the sky. For me, it is 
truly a humbling experience to witness the morning sky in all of its glory. I realize that 
I am such a small part of this magnificent universe. And when there is a full moon, the 
morning is bathed in gorgeous moonlight – it is amazing and a sight that will always 
fill me with awe! 
  
 Each walking season has its own “feel.” Summer brings lighter mornings, heat 
and humidity, but the fragrance of the flowering shrubs and flowers is intoxicating. The 
dew of early morning just heightens the whole experience! Fall brings cooler tempera-
tures and dimming light, but the “woodsy” fragrance of dried leaves and damp earth 
sometimes combines to smell like candy apples! Winter mornings have a clean, clear 
smell and “feel” – the biting cold on my cheeks and the wind that sometimes can take 
my breath away but, oh so invigorating! Everything is asleep in anticipation of what is 
to come! Spring, the awakening time, the brighter mornings, the earthy smell, the fra-
grance of early flowers, shrubs and trees combine to give a feeling of renewal and re-
birth! I watch the sun rise in a different spot depending on the season. The sunrises 
seem to be competing as to which season has the most brilliant. 
  
 My walk in the early morning is my time when I walk side by side with my 
Master and my Friend. We talk and I thank him for the endless blessings that he has 
given me every day. and for the mere fact that I live in a place where I have the oppor-
tunity to go on these early morning walks. It is awe-inspiring and begins, every morn-
ing for me, when I look to the heavens and say, “Thank you, Lord, for this opportunity, 
for this gorgeous day and all the beauty and promise that it holds for us all! 

 
…“When morning gilds the skies, my heart awaking cries, may Jesus Christ be 

praised…” 
 
–Ginny Iacone, Executive Assistant 
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PAOLI PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
225 SOUTH VALLEY  ROAD 

PAOLI, PA 19301 
OFFICE: 610-644-8250        
WWW.PAOLIPRES.ORG 
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