	THEORY
	Arminian
	Traditional Catholic
	Calvinist
	Calvinist+
	Luther(an)
	Christian Universalist

	ATONEMENT
	Very Limited
	Very Limited
	Limited
	(A Bit Less) Limited
	Known
& Unknown
	Universal

	PREDESTINATION
	Conditional;
= Election
	Tied to Church;
= Election
	Unconditional;
= Election
	Unconditional;
= Election
	Unimportant
	≠ Election

	WHO IS SAVED?
	Most (maybe all) Christians
	Some Christians
	All Christians
	All Christians
& Jews
	All Christians
& Possibly More
	All People
Through
Christ

	HOW?
	Decision During Lifetime
	Church
Membership
& Works
	Spirit-Led
Faith
During Life
	Covenant
Focus
	Known
&
Unknown
	Victory of Cross
Spirit-Led Faith

	PROBLEMS
	Faith Becomes
The One Work
	Scriptural Support Lacking
	Double-Predestination
is hard to reconcile w/some texts
	Hard to Reconcile w/Some Texts
	Few, but lacks important pieces of Reformed understanding
	Hard to Reconcile with a few texts

	WRATH / JUSTICE
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	LOVE / MERCY
	Yes, but cooperative
	Some
	Yes, in two kinds
	Yes, in two kinds
	Some, or possibly Yes
	Yes, unconditionally

	PROPONENTS
	John Wesley,
Methodists, Evangelicals,
Some Baptists & Pentecostals
	Catholic Church; Some Orthodox; Some evangelicals
	John Calvin;
Some Reformed, Baptist, Pentecostal
	Some Reformed;
Some PC(USA)
	Martin Luther,
Some British Evangelicals
	Karl Barth, some Reformed & Presbyterian

	KEY TEXTS
	Matthew 7 & 24;
Mark 16; John 1; John 3; Acts 16;  Romans 10

	Matthew 16 & 18;
John 10
	Romans 9 & 10; Ephesians 2
	Same as left, but adds
Pattern of Old Testament and God’s relentless love of Israel (Gen 12; Jer 31)
	Acts 16; Romans 10
	Luke 15; John 1, 3, & 12;
Acts 3; 1 Corinthians 15; Romans 5, 8, 11, & 14; 
Ephesians 2;
Philippians 2;
Colossians 1;
1 Timothy 2 & 4; 
2 Peter 3; Titus 2; 
1 John 2 & 4;
Revelation 21 & 22



Key
Arminian
Matthew 7 – Not all who say to me Lord, Lord
Matthew 24 – Apocalyptic passage noting both the separation of the elect from the non-elect, and an emphasis on not knowing the hour of Christ’s return and “staying awake”.  Makes this lifetime sound like key.
Mark 16 – Those who believe are saved, those who do not are condemned
John 1 – “To those who received him”
John 3 – “whoever believes in him shall not perish”; “those who do not believe are condemned already”
Acts 16 – “believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved”
Romans 10 – “if you confess with your mouth and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved”
Traditional Catholic (& Others)
Matthew 16 – naming of Peter as “rock” is believed by this school to be the invocation of the papacy, and whatever he “binds on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever he looses on earth will be loosed in heaven”
Matthew 18 – same as above, but now to more than Peter
John 10 – passage is interpreted to mean Jesus’ “one flock” is the “one true church”
Calvinist
Romans 9-10 – Calvin believed Paul’s meditation upon “vessels of mercy and vessels of wrath” meant that God had predestined some for heaven and some for eternal condemnation.
Ephesians 2 – A passage that shows God’s sovereignty, and the grace of the Spirit, is the only thing that moves us to faith.  For Calvin, then, we don’t make a “decision” for Christ.  Christ makes a decision for us.  This is the key move in Reformed understanding of faith, here applied to Calvin’s soteriology of double-predestination
Calvinist+
The two chapters listed are but a sampling of God’s covenant-making with Israel.  For this school of thought, God’s promise with Israel cannot be broken, and there is no amount of waiting that God can’t endure to see his covenant fulfilled
Luther(an)
Luther used many, many passages like Acts 16 and Romans 10 to show that we can know right now that we are saved if we believe and are baptized.  What we cannot know is what God will do with the rest of the folks.
Christian Universalist
Luke 15 – The parable of the lost sheep shows a God of reckless love that will not rest until all are safe/saved.  The parable of the prodigal son shows a God who waits by the window, as long as needed, for the wayward child to return.
John 1 – “the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it”
John 3 – “for God so loved the world”
John 16 – When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all people to myself
Acts 3 – Jesus “must remain in heaven until the time of universal restoration God announced long ago” (Peter speaking)
1 Corinthians 15 – Christ is the first fruits of all who have died, and as all die in Adam, so will all be made alive in Christ
Romans 5 – “Just as one man’s (Adam) trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s (Jesus) act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all”
Romans 8 – Much of the chapter reads universalist, culminating in the idea that “nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus”.  Universalists suggest this could even mean our lack of faith cannot separate us.
Romans 14 – Christ is the Lord of the living and the dead – a “enveloping” or “bookends” form of thought that is all-inclusive
Ephesians 2 – Again, the passage that most clearly indicates it is God’s sovereign and free decision to save or not – not our own
Philippians 2 – One of three NT passages (and one similar OT passage) that indicates one day “every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord”.  This passage indicates that all will eventually come to understand Jesus as Lord.
Colossians 1 – probably the most important Christological passage in the NT concludes with “in him God was reconciling all things to himself”
1 Timothy 2 – God desires that everyone be saved, and Jesus gave his life as a ransom for all
1 Timothy 4 – We have hope set on God, who is the savior of all people, especially those who believe
2 Peter 3 – The Lord is patient with us, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance
Titus 2 – The grace of God has appeared, bring salvation to all
1 John 2 – Jesus Christ is “the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but for the sins of the whole world”
1 John 4 – “we love because he first loved us”; “God is love”; it is not that “we have loved God, but that he loved us” by sending the atoning sacrifice of Christ.  Emphasis on God’s action, not our own.  And God’s action is primarily founded in love.
Revelation 21 & 22 – the end of all things, and God ends up “all in all”, “the alpha and the omega”.  The church ends up imagined like trees planted beside the river of life, and the fruit of these trees is for “the healing of all the nations” – even in heaven.
